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A  leading  military  authority  recently  said :  "  In  ten  years  time 
we  will  not  need  any  militia  in  Canada."  On  being  asked  "  why,"  a 
very  conclusive  answer :  "  Because  we  will  be  under  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,"  came  in  reply. 

This  opinion  was,  as  it  were,  the  despairing  cry  of  a  staunch 
Canadian  and  ardent  Imperialist,  who  is  simply  disheartened  beyond 
measure  at  the  hopeless  indifference  of  our  people  to  matters  concern- 
ing the  safety  of  our  flag  and  country.  For  consolation,  however,  we 
may  turn  to  the  following  extract,  from  an  authoritative  publication, 
concerning  the  war  of  1812-14 — a  review  of  the  past  to  give  us  hope 
for  the  future — when  the  militia  and  Indians,  with  a  handful  of 
regulars,  saved  Canada  to  the  British  crown.     It  reads : 

"  But  Canada  possessed  a  source  of  strength,  the  existence  of  which  was 
unknown  in  London,  was  scoffed  at  in  Washington,  and  was  only  half  understood 
in  Montreal  itself.  The  people  of  Canada  were  loyal,  the  militia  took  the  field, 
and  where  there  were  no  regulars  the  militia  fought  alone.  Every  call  to  arms 
met  with  a  ready  response,  every  hostile  force  that  crossed  the  frontier  found 
resolute  Canadians  to  dispute  its  passage.  Even  the  old  settlers,  who  were 
exempt  from  militia  service,  turned  out  to  defend  their  homes.  The  Indians, 
too,  especially  those  under  the  celebrated  Shawnee  Indian  Chief  Tecumseh, 
bore  an  important  part  in  many  affairs." 

So  it  would  be  again.  If  war  arose  in  the  future  the  pivotal 
factor  would  be  the  sort  of  fight  Canadians  would  put  up  for  Canada. 
That  would  be  the  element  of  uncertainty  which  might  upset  an 
enemy's  calculations.  We  well  recognize  that  when  an  enemy  strikes 
it  will  be,  as  in  1812,  when  the  guns  of  the  motherland  are  occupied 
elsewhere.  Conditions  have  changed,  no  longer  can  the  yeoman 
service  of  loyal  Indians  turn  the  tide,  transportation  and  many  new 
advances  have  vastly  altered  the  deciding  factors.  There  is  one 
condition,  however,  and  one  alone  which  can  save  us,  and  that  is 
Canada  awake  to  the  inevitable  requirements  of  the  age  and  of  her 
position,  Canadians  armed  and  trained  to  the  use  of  their  arms,  not 
for  agression  but  for  defence,  not  to  bring  war  but  to  promote  peace, 
or,  as  has  been  recently  well  expressed  in  an  editorial  in  the  Toronto 
Globe  speaking  of  the  patriotic  devotion  of  the  Boers  ; 
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"  The  ideal  for  Canada  would  be  a  population  with  a  similar  devotion  to 
their  country,  a  similar  conviction  that  if  need  be  every  man  and  boy  should  be 
ready  to  turn  out  to  maintain  it  against  any  odds  and  to  the  last  breath  and 
drop  of  blood,  and  sufficient  training  and  knowledge  to  make  their  determina- 
tion and  fiery  resolves  effective." 

The  Mail  and  Empire,  also  of  Toronto,  has  also  said  in  its 
editorial  articles : 

"  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  reasonable  objection  can  be  taken  to  the  view 
that  every  able-bodied  man  should  do  his  share  of  the  fighting.  There  is  no 
difference  in  theory  between  the  duty  Of  saving  the  country  in  times  of  war 
and  supporting  the  country  in  times  of  peace.  We  would  laugb  at  the  idea  of 
a  special  class  being  enrolled  for  the  purpose  of  paying  taxes.  There  is  no 
dissent  from  the  principle  that  everyone  should  pay  a  share  of  the  rates. 
There  should  be  no  more  objection  taken  to  the  doctrine  that  every  man  should 
do  bis  share  of  fighting  for  his  country.  If  this  much  is  granted  it  cannot  be 
gainsaid  that  the  men  who  are  to  do  the  fighting  should  be  taught  to  do  it  as 
effectively  as  possible." 

And  again  :  "  It  is  objected  that  the  better  prepared  a  nation  is  for  war  the 
more  likely  she  is  to  become  embroiled  with  her  neighbours.  Individuals  who 
pride  themselves  upon  their  physical  fitness,  especially  when  that  condition 
has  been  reached  as  the  result  of  conscious  effort,  are  not,  as  a  rule,  quarrel- 
some. The  man  who  is  known  to  be  a  bruiser  is  not  commonly  selected  as  the 
victim  of  his  wrath  by  an  irate  or  inebriated  neighbour.  It  is  not  the  big  men 
who  are  observed  to  figure  most  frequently  in  street  disputes.  What  is  true 
of  individuals  is  likely  to  be  true  of  a  collection  of  individuals.  We  would 
laugh  at  the  doctrine  that  a  man  should  try  to  keep  his  muscles  placid,  and  his 
circulation  feeble,  because,  conscious  of  his  weakness,  he  would  keep  out  of 
rows.  Yet  this  is  the  advice  that  Canada,  a  collection  of  individuals,  has 
accepted  too  long." 

A  little  more  than  two  years  ago  I  wrote  a  paper  on  "  Switzer- 
land's Citizen  Soldiery,"  which  I  ventured  to  bring  before  this  Insti- 
tute on  the  12th  Feb.,  1906. 

The  trend  of  events  since  then  goes  to  show  that  the  considerations 
involved  in  that  paper  were  justified. 

Canada's  unique  position. 

In  a  general  review  of  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world  we 
find  that  the  vastly  predominating  principle— that  a  man  owes  it  to 
his  family,  his  country  and  his  flag  that  he  should  not  only  be  willing 
to  help  to  protect  them  if  attacked,  but  that  he  should  fit  himself  to 
do  so — forms  the  key-stone  of  all  modern  military  systems. 

The  only  countries  worthy  of  consideration  in  all  the  world  to- 
day which  adhere  to  the  voluntary  military  system  are  Great  Britain, 
(including  Canada,)  the  United  States  and  the  Chinese  Empire.  Of 
these  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  rely  on  their  isolation  and 
immense  expenditure  on  naval  and  coast  protection.  China,  it  is 
universally  recognized,  has  awakened  and  is  about  to  become,  like 
Japan,  one  of  the  great  military  powers.  That  the  United  States  is 
not  going  to  allow  herself  to  be  dictated  to  by  any  other  nation  is 
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clearly   indicated   by  Mr.  Taft,  the   President  elect,  who  said  in  his 
inaugural  speech  on  the  4th  of  March  last : 

"  Our  Government  is  able  to  afford  a.  suitable  army  and  a  suitable  navy.  It 
may  maintain  them  without  the  slightest  danger  to  the  Republic  or  the  cause 
of  free  institutions,  and  fear  of  additional  taxation  ougbt  not  to  change  a  proper 
policy  in  this  regard. 

"  We  should  have  an  army  so  organized,  and  so  officered,  as  to  be  capable 
in  time  of  emergency,  in  co-operation  with  the  national  militia,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  a  proper  national  volunteer  law,  rapidly  to  expand  into  a  force 
sufficient  to  resist  all  probable  invasion  from  abroad  and  to  furnish  a  respectable 
expeditionary  force,  if  necessary,  in  the  maintenance  of  our  traditional  Ameri- 
can policy  which  bears  the  name  of  President  Monroe." 

Incidentally  the  following  somewhat  significant  paragraph  from 
Harpers  Weekly  of  New  York  might  be  quoted  : 

"  What  size  of  Navy  do  we  need?  This  would  be  a  very  hard  question  to 
answer  if  it  were  not  for  the  example  of  the  only  other  nation  in  the  world  as 
great  and  as  rich  and  as  isolated  in  her  grandeur  as  we  ourselves.  That  nation 
is  Great  Britain.  Her  wise  policy  decides  on  a  navy  of  a  certain  size.  This  is 
our  only  guide.     We  shall  be  safe  if  we  have  a  navy  as  great  as  hers." 

Therefore  we  have  Canada  magnificently  isolated,  either  a  long 
way  ahead  of  all  nations  of  the  earth  in  wisdom  and  far-sightedness, 
or  lagging  as  much  in  the  rear  in  the  race  for  national  safety. 
Universal  peace,  world-wide  free  trade,  one  purse,  vegeterian  diet  and 
a  few  other  panaceas  may  be  very  desirable,  but  so  long  as  man  is 
man  and  animal  is  animal  the  only  condition  under  which  we  can 
conceive  of  the  lion  lying  down  with  the  lamb  is  when  the  lamb  is 
inside  the  lion. 

Britain's  premier's  views. 

The  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  the  Rt.  Honble.  H.  H. 
Asquith,  at  a  Government  banquet  to  the  delegates  to  the  Peace 
Congress  given  last  July,  while  cordially  welcoming  and  approving 
the  efforts  of  idealists  in  the  direction  of  peace,  from  which  he 
augured  the  best  results  for  the  future,  said  he  could  not  indulge  in 
the  hope  that  the  youngest  person  now  alive  would  witness  the 
advent  of  the  day  of  universal  disarmament.  He  was  not  impressed 
by  the  contention  that  the  completeness  of  the  mechanism  of  destruc- 
tion, and  the  vast  scale  on  which  war  now  was  organized,  would 
prevent  statesmen  and  diplomats  from  light-heartedly  indulging 
in  war.  The  expenditure  of  civilized  nations  for  armaments  was  now 
roughly  $2,500,000,000.  These  nations  did  not  buy  these  things  for 
ornaments,  they  were  intended  for  use,  and  some  day  they  would 
be  let  loose  upon  the  world.  So  long  as  man's  nature  continued  what 
it  was  it  would  be  necessary  for  prudent  statesmen  to  provide  for 
war.  National  security  must  always  have  first  place  in  the  thoughts 
and  plans  of  the  Government  of  any  country. 
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A  correspondent's  deductions. 

Again,  a  despatch  last  October  by  the  well  known  correspondent, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Chamberlain,  has  this  significant  allusion  to  the  lesson  to 
be  drawn  from  the  recent  developments  in  Eastern  Europe. 

"  The  conclusion  that  every  nation  will  draw,  conference  or  no  conference, 
is  that  the  most  sacred  bonds  are  mere  threads  before  a  sharp  sword,  and  that 
the  God  of  nations  is  always  on  the  side  of  the  big  battalions,  even  when  they 
are  in  barracks." 

LORD   MILNER'S   CAUTION. 

We  remember  that  Lord  Milner  said  last  October  in  his  speech 
at  Vancouver : 

"  Canada  is  going  to  be  a  great  country,  in  any  case  one  of  the  great  countries 
of  the  world.  But  she  will  not  be  unique  in  that.  There  are  some  other 
countries  equal  in  extent,  and  that,  even  with  her  vast  development,  will  be  far 
more  than  her  equal,  will  have  double  or  treble  her  population.  The  time  may 
come  when,  with  the  growth  of  her  population  and  trade,  she  will  have  interests 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  How  is  she  going  to  defend  them  ?  Sooner  or  later 
she  will  have  to  enter  the  field  of  world-politics.  What  will  she  find  there? 
Nations,  not  a  few  now,  and  there  are  going  to  be  more,  who  count  their  armed 
men  by  millions  and  their  battleships  by  scores.  Is  she  going  to  compete  with 
the  armaments  of  the  great  world-powers?  Or  is  she  going  to  take  a  back  seat, 
and  a  back  seat,  mind  you,  not  only  in  war  but  in  peace  ?  The  power  of  nations 
is  even  more  illustrated  in  the  daily  operations  of  peace  than  in  the  race  struggles 
of  war.  Wars  between  great  nations  are  going  to  be  rarer  and  rarer  as  time  passes. 
They  will  be  very  rare  occurrences,  but  every  year  and  every  day,  not  only  on 
the  rare  occasions  that  nations  actually  fight  the  power  of  fighting  exercises  its 
silent,  decisive  influence  on  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is  like  the  cash  reserve 
of  some  great  solvent  bank.  How  often  is  it  necessary  to  produce  millions  and 
actually  use  them  ?  And  it  is  credit  which  determines  the  power  and  influence 
of  nations  just  as  it  does  the  fate  of  any  business.  Credit  in  business  rests 
ultimately  on  the  possession  and  command  of  cash,  and  so  the  influence  and 
strength  of  a  nation,  its  power  to  defend  its  rightful  interests,  depends  ulti- 
mately on  that  fighting  strength  in  war,  which  it  nevertheless  may  never  be 
called  upon  to  use.  Look  what  is  happening  in  Europe  to-day.  International 
boundaries  are  being  altered,  solemn  treaties  torn  up,  and  not  a  shot  has  been 
fired,  probably  not  a  shot  will  be  fired,  but  the  strong  will  prevail  and  the  weak 
will  go  to  the  wall. 

"  Is  Canada,  as  she  grows  and  her  external  relations  increase,  going  to  allow 
herself,  I  will  not  say  to  be  invaded,  but  just  to  be  hustled  and  pushed  off  the 
pavement,  whenever  it  suits  any  stronger  power  ?  Or  is  she  going  to  rely  for 
protection  on  some  friendly  neighbour  such  as  the  United  States  ?" 

LORD    ROBERTS'   WARNING. 

Again,  in  this  connection  let  me  quote  from  "  Bobs' "  last  speech 
on  Canadian  soil,  as  it  was  so  headed  in  our  papers.  Lord  Roberts 
in  his  farewell  speech  in  Ottawa  last  August  stated  : 

"May  I  be  excused  if  I  remind  those  whom  I  have  to-day  the  honour  of 
addressing,  that  as  Canada  grows  in  wealth  and  prosperity,  her  responsibilities 
will  increase,  and  may  I  express  an  earnest  hope  that  as  time  goes  on  her  rulers 
and  people  will  be  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  .of  making  adequate  arrangements 
to  meet  these  responsibilities.  Believe  me,  it  is  not  unnecessary  to  say  this. 
Nations  have  often  forgotten  this  need  in  times  of  great  material  prosperity.     If 
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we  look  back  on  past  history,  and  history  is  our  surest  guide,  we  shall  find  that 
the  downfall  of  all  great  nations,  from  Phoenicia  to  the  Netherlands,  was  brought 
about  by  their  failing  in  this  essential  duty.  Flourishing  and  prosperous  as 
these  nations  were  they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  those  who  coveted  their  riches, 
because  they  had  neglected  to  take  the  most  ordinary  precautions,  and  refused 
to  undergo  the  personal  sacrifices  that  were  needed  to  ensure  the  security  of 
their  valuable  possessions.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  absolutely  essential,  even  at 
the  present  day,  for  the  safety  and  ivelfare  of  a  nation,  that  the  whole  male 
population  should  be  prepared  to  take  their  share  in  its  defence  in  times  of  danger." 

EARL   GREY'S   HOPES. 

And  then  let  me  remind  the  members  of  this  Institute  of  the 
words  of  our  present  Governor  General,  His  Excellency  Earl  Grey, 
spoken  on  29  Aug.,  1907,  when  he  laid  the  corner  stone  of  our  new 
library  and  museum.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  know  the  high  pur- 
poses of  the  Institute,  and  that  the  building  would  be  the  store-house 
of  the  records  of  the  doings  of  Canadian  patriots,  whose  lives  would 
serve  as  an  inspiration  to  others.  He  hoped  the  Canadian  Military 
Institute  might  serve  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  and 
that  every  man  in  Canada  might  realize  that  on  him  rested  a  share 
of  the  responsibility  for  making  his  country  s  defence  as  sure  as 
possible. 

AIMS   OF   THIS   PAPER. 

In  the  paper  which  I  previous^  read  before  this  Institute  I 
endeavoured  to  show  a  military  model  for  Canada  in  "  Switzerland's 
Citizen  Soldiery."  I  pointed  out  what  the  Swiss  system  was,  and  the 
vastly  different  results  obtained  by  them  from  a  smaller  expenditure 
than  a  larger  expenditure  gave  us  under  our  Canadian  system.  I  also 
laid  special  stress  on  the  lessons  in  the  matter  of  instruction  and  pro- 
fessional military  assistance,  to  be  drawn  not  only  from  Switzerland 
but  from  Great  Britain,  in  its  bearing  on  the  burdens  carried  in 
Canada  by  a  busy  non-professional  soldiery.  In  this  present  paper 
my  aim  is  to  give  a  brief  review  of  the  military  systems  in  vogue 
among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  with  notes  on  several 
countries  that  happen  to  have  come  under  my  personal  observation. 
First,  it  might  be  explained,  that  the  essential  difference  between 
"  Universal  Compulsory  Service  "  and  "  Conscription  "  is  that  in  the 
former  case  all  able  bodied  males  are  liable  to  serve  and  (where 
thoroughly  administered)  confines  exemptions  to  individual  cases, 
such  as  only  sons  of  widows,  young  men  entering  upon  a  learned 
profession,  clergy,  &c.  The  latter  (conscription)  involves  the  choosing 
by  lot  of  a  regulated  annual  conscript  contingent  from  amongst  a 
considerable  larger  number  of  young  men  of  military  age,  and  the 
possibility  of  exemption  on  payment,  or  on  finding  a  substitute — 
conscription  has  been  almost  universally  abandoned. 

The   countries   which    have   already   adopted    the   principle  of 
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Universal  Compulsory  Service  are  Argentina,  Austria-Hungary, 
Bulgaria,  Chile,  Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Italy,  Japan. 
Norway,  Peru,  Rou mania,  Russia,  Servia,  Switzerland  and  Turkey. 
Unquestionably  Australia,  Belgium  and  Mexico  will  soon  to  this  end 
pass  bills  now  before  their  legislatures,  while  Sweden  also  is  gradually 
introducing  universal  service. 

The  countries  relying  upon  voluntary  enlistment,  supplemented 
by  conscription  are  Belgium,  Brazil,  Netherlands,  Dutch  East  Indias, 
Sweden,  Portugal  and  Spain. 

And  the  countries  relying  upon  voluntary  enlistment  alone  are 
Canada,  China,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  table 
below  gives  approximately  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  more 
important  countries  of  the  world  relating  to  the  age  when  a  man  is 
liable  to  service,  the  peace  and  war  establishments,  the  ordinary  cost 
for  the  last  year  available  and  extraordinary  cost  in  certain  cases, 
together  with  the  population  of  the  country. 

I  regret  to  have  to  use  the  word  "approximately"  above,  but  in 
consulting  authorities,  (including  war  office  publications,)  I  find  a 
great  difference.  Some  authorities  recognize  untrained  reserves  and 
some  do  not.  For  example,  I  have  seen  figures  showing  the  army  of 
the  United  States  out-number  any  in  the  world,  because  their  law 
allows  all  able-bodied  males  from  the  ages  of  18  to  45  to  be  called 
out  in  war  time. 
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It  will  be  remarked  from  this  table  that  the  system  of  national 
militia  under  universal  service  brings  about  a  very  economical  form 
of  military  organization,  brought  perhaps  to  the  most  satisfactory 
example  in  the  case  of  Switzerland,  taking  for  granted  that  their 
army  could  hold  its  own  in  the  field  under  the  most  modern  conditions 
of  warfare. 

Mexico  is  not  included  on  this  list,  but  her  military  policy  is 
perhaps  more  interesting  to  us  than  many  other  countries,  being 
immediately  to  the  south  of  our  great  neighbour  as  we  are  to  the 
north.  Mexico,  with  a  population  of  some  13,545,500  souls,  keeps  up 
a  peace  establishment  of  29,904  and  can  put  146,500  men  and  96  guns 
in  the  field  in  war  time.  Her  military  expenditure  is  some  $25,000,000. 
As  has  been  stated,  she  will  probably  adopt  universal  service  in  the 
near  future. 

MILITARY   SYSTEMS. 

I  shall  now  give  a  brief  description  of  the  military  *  systems  of 
those  countries  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  the  above  table.  This  I 
have  taken  in  part  from  an  article  by  P.  R.  Coles,  contributed  to 
Whi taker's  almanac  for  this  present  year,  and  in  the  cases  of 
Belgium,  Holland,  France,  Germany,  Sweden  and  Switzerland  I 
have  gone  somewhat  more  into  details  from  information  acquired 
abroad  from  citizens  of  the  respective  countries,  and  in  the  case  of 
Norway  from  a  recent  publication. 


Countries  Adopting  Universal  Compulsory  Service. 

Argentina  affords  an  excellent  example  of  what  can  be  done  by 
a  patriotic  people.  It  is  claimed  by  them  that  the  half  million  men 
they  can  put  in  the  field  in  war  time  are  well  armed  and  equipped. 

Their  law  4707  provides  that  every  citizen  must  enter  the  mili- 
tary service  and  learn  its  instruction,  and  the  obligation  extends  over 
25  years,  the  citizens  being  divided  into  25  classes.  From  ages  20  to 
30,  ten  classes,  from  ages  30  to  40  ten  classes,  and  from  ages  40  to  45 
five  classes.  The  youngest  class  undergoes  a  ballot,  and  those  draw- 
ing the  highest  numbers,  (up  to  number  provided  for  in  estimates,) 
serve  for  one  3'ear  in  the  regular  army,  those  in  excess  of  number 
provided  for  in  estimates  serve  for  six  months.  Then  nine  classes 
are  the  reserve  of  the  regular  army.  Then  ten  classes  form  the 
National  Guard  and  the  other  five  classes  form  the  Territorial  Guard. 
The  army  of  Argentina  is  composed  of — (a)  Regular  Army  ;  (b) 
National  Guards,  and  (c)  Territorial  Guards. 

The  Regular  Army  consists  of — (1)  The  Permanent  Army,  and 
(2)  Reserves  of  the  permanent  army ;  these   latter  being   those   who 
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have  served  their  time,  the  10  classes  of  ages  20  to  30  years,  volun- 
teers of  16  to  20  years  old  from  the  schools  or  of  17  to  30  years  old 
from  the  National  Guard,  those  re-enlisting  or  those  who  have  broken 
the  military  law. 

The  National  Guard  has  its  own  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  is  composed  of  citizens  of  the  ten  classes  from  30  to  40 
years  of  age. 

The  Territorial  Guard  is  composed  of,  first,  those  officers  of  the 
territory  appointed  by  their  respective  Provincial  Governments, 
officers  or  non-commissioned  officers  coming  from  the  National  Guard, 
and  citizens  belonging  to  the  five  classes  of  from  40  to  45  years 
of  age. 

Austria- Hungary — 

Requires: — (1)  Three  years  service  in  the  "Active  Army,"  which 
will  probably  soon  be  cut  down  to  two  years.  Then  "reserve  of  Active 
Army"  for  7  years,  3  trainings  each  of  one  month.  Then  "Reserve  of 
Landwehr,"  2  years,  one  training  of  one  month.  (2)  Or  a  man  may  go 
direct  to  the  "  Landwehr "  for  two  years ;  maximum  training  in 
Austria  20  weeks ;  in  Hungary  25  weeks.  Then  "  Reserve  of  Land- 
wehr" for  10  years;  one  training  of  one  month,  or  (3)  to  "  Ersatz 
Reserve,"  training  2  months,  then  to  age  42  in  "  Landsturm." 

Bulgaria — 

In  'Active  Army"  2  or  3  years.     Then  "  Reserve  of  Active  Army" 
18  or  16  years.     In  the  "  Territorial  Army"  service  is  to  ages  of  44 
and  46. 
Chile — 

"  Active  Army,"   initial   training  6   months ;  then  "  Reserve  of 
Active  Army  "  for  9  years,  and  the  "  Reserve  "  to  age  of  45. 
Denmark — 

"  Active  Army,"  8  years — initial  training  6£  to  19  months  ;  then 
"Territorial  Army"  for  8  years  with  2  trainings  each  of  25  days. 
France — 

Everyone  has  to  serve  for  2  years  in  the  "  Active  Army  "  save 
for  physical  unfitness.  Then  "Army  Reserve  "  for  11  years  with  2 
trainings  of  23  and  15  days  ;  then  "  Territorial  Army  "  for  6  years, 
with  one  training  of  9  days,  and  then  "  Territorial  Reserve  "  for  6 
years  with  no  training  but  one  muster  of  one  day.  Every  man  gives 
25  years  service  to  the  State.  Where  there  are  only  two  brothers  in 
a  family  one  may  be  "  ajourne  "  until  No.  1  has  done  his  time. 

Men  partially  but  permanently  unfit  for  active  service  go  into 
the  "services  auxiliaries,"  such  as  clerks,  orderlies,  &c. 

The  soldier  in  France  only  gets  one  cent  a  day,  but  he  is  well 
fed.     A  high  authority  in  France  states  that  any  good  man  in  France 
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will  tell  you  that  he  looks  back  on  his  soldiering  time  as  some  of  the 
happiest  years  of  his  life. 
Germany — 

Two  years  service,  (from  20  to  22  years  of  age,)  in  "Active  Army" 
for  all  except  "volunteers,"  who  are  permitted  to  do  their  service  in 
one  year  on  passing  military  examination  and  other  educational 
tests.  These  latter  provide  their  own  uniform  and  are  at  other 
expenses.  Then  in  the  "Army  Reserve"  for  6  years,  (from  22  to  28 
years  of  age,)  in  which  the  two  year  man  puts  in  2  trainings  of  28 
and  14  days,  and  the  "volunteer"  three  trainings  of  10,  6  and  4 
weeks.  Then  in  the  "Landwehr"  for  5  years,  (from  28  to  33  years  of 
age,)  with  one  training  of  14  days  for  the  2  year  man,  and  2  weeks 
for  the  "volunteer,"  the  latter  being  voluntary.  Then  to  age  of  45  in 
"Landsturm."  Men  are  given  every  possible  latitude  about  the  years 
they  are  called  out  to  serve  in  the  "Reserve."  Some  slight  variation 
seems  to  exist  in  the  lengths  of  trainings  in  different  kingdoms  in 
the  German  Empire,  such  as  Bavaria,  where  there  are,  or  were, 
(according  to  an  informant,)  two  services  in  the  "Reserve''  and  "Land- 
wehr," each  of  14  days.  Though  Bavarians  do  not  like  being  in  the 
German  Empire,  yet  one  of  them  told  me  "in  Bavaria  all  like  to  serve 
in  the  army." 

In  Germany  the  allowance  to  feed  the  men  is  so  much  a  head, 
and  not  by  weight  as  with  us.  One  major,  (called  "economy  master,") 
per  regiment  (three  battalions)  looks  after  the  feeding  of  the  corps, 
and  in  big  garrisons  all  the  regiments  club  together  and  have  their 
own  bakeries,  slaughter  houses,  &c. 

One  has  heard  so  much  against  the  compulsory  military  service 
of  Europe  that  I  feel  it  might  be  of  interest  to  give  my  impressions 
from  personal  observation  in  Germany  and  the  views  of  at  least  one 
native  of  that  country. 

Instead  of  there  being  any  appearance  of  depression  or  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  many  soldiers  to  be  seen  constantly,  whether 
off  duty  walking  on  the  streets  or  marching  to  or  from  target  shoot- 
ing, &c,  in  full  marching  kit,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
robust,  cleaner  or  happier  looking  lot  of  men  anywhere  or  under  any 
condition.  Such  men  as  porters  in  hotels,  who'  had  served  their  time 
in  the  active  army  and  were  looking  forward  to  notices  for  their 
trainings  on  the  Reserve  or  Landwehr,  express  no  note  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, but  on  the  contrary  appear  to  take  great  pride  and  interest  in 
their  service  and  in  their  certificates  and  promotions. 

A  German  I  met  on  the  train,  after  a  thirty  years'  residence  in 
England,  where  he  had  married  and  owned  a  large  business,  seemed 
especially    well   qualified    to  judge   of    the   relative    merits    of    the 
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"enlightened"  volunteer  system  of  England  as  against  the  "barbarous" 
compulsion  of  Germany.  Strange  to  say,  however,  this  gentleman  is 
a  most  enthusiastic  advocate  of  the  German  system,  not  only  for 
Germany  but  for  England  or  any  other  country.  He  contends  that 
compulsory  military  service  has  been  the  making  of  Germany,  com- 
mercially and  otherwise.  That  it  has  made  her  men  sober,  diligent, 
cleanly  and  systematic.  That  their  military  service  is  the  happiest 
time  of  their  lives.  Through  it  the  "physicians'  bill"  of  Germany  is 
wonderfully  small,  and  in  his  opinion  it  has  raised  the  intellectual 
welfare  and  the  moral  stamina  of  the  whole  people.  This  German 
gentleman  contended  that  a  soldier  cannot  be  made  through  volun- 
tary drill,  for  the  main  object  of  the  German  training  is  to  promote 
endurance.  This  is  done  by  starting  with  short  marches,  then 
longer  until  long  marches  with  full  kilt  are  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  holds  that  this  training  tends  to  insure  good  health  and  the  power 
of  endurance.  He  would  advocate  this  sort  of  drill  for  the  sake  of 
health  and  humanity,  even  if  there  were  universal  peace.  As  a  large 
employer  of  labour  in  England  he  did  not  like  the  volunteer  system, 
for  many  of  his  men  might  want  to  go  at  once,  while  if  it  was  obli- 
gatory the  men  would  go  by  turns  and  the  matter  of  military  service 
be  systematized. 

The  experience  of  this  gentleman  in  his  own  country  carried  the 
good  results  from  compulsory  military  service  much  further  than  it 
might  have  been  expected  to  go.  He  observed  that  the  result  had 
been  no  less  remarkable  on  the  habits  of  the  women  of  Germany 
than  on  the  men.  That  much  of  the  present  day  cleanliness  and 
diligence  of  the  German  women  was  due  to  this  cause.  On  the  one 
hand,  their  sons  coming  home  from  the  system  and  method  of  military 
life  would  make  suggestions  and  then  assist  their  mothers  to  have 
that  cleanliness  which  they  had  been  taught  as  essential  in  their 
military  service.  On  the  other  hand,  many  women  were  made  early 
risers  by  being  obliged  to  get  breakfast  for  the  "volunteer"  part  of 
the  army,  who  can  live  where  they  like,  but  must  turn  out  at  four  or 
five  in  the  morning  for  early  marches,  &c.  Again,  where  there  is 
this  form  of  military  service  it  assisted  to  mould  the  minds  of  men, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that  it  helps  to  avoid  strikes  and  assists  in  pro- 
moting intelligence  among  workmen. 

Another  explanation  of  what  I  had  observed  was  given  me  by 
this  gentleman.  The  wonderfully  smart  appearance  of  the  turn- 
outs strikes  one,  a  condition  which  I  did  not  remember  years  ago. 
He  informed  me  that  all  advertisements  for  grooms  and  coachmen 
provide  that  they  must  have  served  in  the  army,  (cavalry  or  horse 
artillery,)  and  I  must  confess  to  having  seen  in  Wiesbaden  carriages 
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and  horses  from  livery  stables  which  for  smartness  will  sorely  press 
any  turn-out  that  1  have  ever  seen  in  the  prize  ring  in  Toronto. 

Every  one  travelling  in  Germany  is  struck  with  the  smart  clean 
appearance  and  civility  of  all  railway  and  post-office  officials,  street 
car  conductors,  motormen,  &c,  &c.  Their  manners  and  bearing  is  a 
marked  contrast  to  what  we  are  unfortunately  accustomed  to  under 
our  free  and  untrammelled  volunteer  condition.  I  have  used  Germany 
as  an  example  of  results,  and  must  now  pass  on  more  briefly  to  other 
countries. 

Greece — 

A  man  serves  for  2  years  in  the  "Active  Army,"  for  10  years  in 
the  "Army  Reserve,"  then  he  is  in  the  "Territorial  Arm}7"  for  8  years 
and  in  its  '  Reserve  "  for  10  years. 

Italy — 

Service  in  the  "  Active  Army "  is  for  2  or  3  years,  but  it  is 
frequently  curtailed.  Then  in  the  "Army  Reserve,"  (termed  "on  leave,") 
for  7  or  6  years  with  one  training  of  2  weeks,  then  "  Mobile  Militia  "  or 
"  Landwehr  "  for  3  or  4  years,  and  then  "  Territorial  Army  "  for  7  years 
or  to  the  age  of  39.  Or,  if  service  is  not  done  in  the  Active  Army,  a 
man  is  in  the  Complementary  Reserve  for  8  or  9  years  with  training 
of  2  to  6  months,  and  then  to  the  Mobile  Militia  as  above.  Or  a 
third  class  goes  to  "Territorial  Army"  direct. 

The  soldiers  to  be  seen  off  duty  in  Italy  struck  me  as  particu- 
larly clean  and  smart  looking,  comparing  even  favourably  with 
Germany  in  this  respect,  which  is  saying  a  great  deal. 

Japan — 

A  man  may  choose  whether  he  will  do  his  service  in  the  navy 
or  the  army.  There  are  two  systems  of  service  in  the  army.  (1) 
"Active  Army"  for  2  or  3  years,  then  "Army  Reserve"  5J  or  4J  years, 
with  2  trainings  each  of  60  days,  then  "Koby"  (Landwehr)  for  ten 
years  with  two  trainings  each  of  60  days,  then  "Kokumin"  or  Terri- 
torial Army  2f  years  with  no  training.  (2)  "Hoju"  (Ersatz)  7 \  years 
with  three  trainings  of  90,  60  and  60   days,  then  to  "Koby"  as  above. 

The  Japanese  have  the  German  "one  year  volunteer"  system. 

Norway — 

A  man  may  elect  to  serve  at  age  of  20  years,  but  general  enroll- 
ment takes  place  at  22  years.  "  Active  Army  "  for  6  years,  (23-28,) 
"  Landvarn  "  6  years,  (29-34,)  "  Landstorm  "  4  years,  (35-38,)  "  Land- 
storm  Reserve"  to  50  years  of  age.  On  showing  good  cause  enroll- 
ment can  be  postponed  to  age  of  25.  Trainings  as  set  forth  in  table 
below. 


21 


ARM 


Cavalry    

Field  Artillery 

Fortress  Artillery  .  . 

Engineers 

Mountain  Artillery. 

Infantry 

Pay  &  Cloth ingDept 

Medical  Corps 

Train  Corps 

A— Small  .  . .    . 

B — Large 


0)  4) 
«2 


O  U 


102 
92 

48 

72 
60 
48 
48 
48 

18 


Line  (45,000  Strong) 


ft 

o.2 
°S 

«Jo 

25 
25 
26 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


a 
no  o3 


29 

29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 


25    29    3    24    72 


O 

O 
o 


24 

24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 


72 
72 
96 
72 

72 
72 
72 

72 


100  days  complete  course 


Landvarn 
'30,000  Strong) 


11 

HO 


00  * 


35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 

35 


o 

So 
3.H 


24 
24 

24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 


24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 


24  24 


QJD 

ap 


A3 

5a' 


st 


Ho 
-g  "5 

CD   9 
DOCS' 


38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 

38 


198 
188 
168 
168 
156 
144 
144 
144 

114 
100 


Exemptions  from  service  are  limited  to  the  clergy,  pilots,  men 
rejected  for  physical  reasons,  and  those  sentenced  to  hard  labour  or 
awaiting  trial  for  offences  likely  to  lead  to  such  sentence. 

In  Civilian  Clubs  some  46,000  members  shoot  over  30  rounds,  of 
whom  about  one-quarter  are  under  the  age  of  service.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Lewis,  late  19th  Hussars,  has  contributed  a  valuable  report  on  the 
Norwegian  system  in  "  A  Territorial  Army  in  Being,"  a  work  already 
alluded  to.     Among  other  things  he  states  : 

"  In  Norway  it  is  not  only  every  man's  duty  but  his  right  and  an  honour  to 
serve,  and  not  to  be  allowed  to  do  so  is  regarded  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  as  the 

accompaniment    of    State    punishment  in  its  severer  forms" "The 

Norwegian  Landstorm  in  1905  manned  the  frontier  within  24  hoars  of  the  order 

to  mobilise  being  given." "A  spirit  of  serious  reality  permeates  the  whole 

organization." 

This  unfortunately  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  public  opinion 
of  military  organization  in  Canada,  and  even  not  infrequently  on  the 
part  of  those  serving,  with  whom  an  order,  for  example,  is  sometimes 
regarded  as  something  quite  contingent  to  personal  convenience  or 
inclination.  At  about  10  years  old  both  boys  and  girls  undergo 
compulsory  gymnastic  instruction  on  the  Swedish  principles  for  about 
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2  hours  a  week.  Compulsory  rifle  shooting  is  extended  to  the 
Elementary  and  High  Schools. 

All  officers  attend  a  War  School,  those  termed  "  Militia  "  for  one 
year  and  "  Regular  "  for  3  years.  They  must  previously  have  done 
recruit  and  regimental  training.  The  cheap  (free  to  "Militia"  grade,) 
and  excellent  character  of  the  education  in  the  War  School  makes 
an  abundance  of  candidates  forthcoming.  Allowances  are  given  for 
outfits  to  officers.  There  are  5  brigade  schools  for  N.  C.  Os.  and  one* 
Corporal's  school.  Course  is  3  or  4  years  and  ordinary  army  pay  is 
given,  besides  quarters,  food  and  clothing.  The  educational  training 
is  so  good  that  there  is  no  lack  of  candidates  for  admission.  As  with 
officers  some  graduates  become  "Regular"  and  the  rest  are  "Militia." 

During  training  about  Is  Id  extra  is  allowed  for  wife  and  family 
of  married  men.     Mr.  Lewis  says  in  connection  with  the  engineers  : 

"  One  of  the  principal  advantages  of  a  system  of  universal  service  is  the  use 
which  can  be  made  for  national  defence  of  skill  and  ability  among  the  civilian 

population." "For  the  Pay  and  Clothing  Dept.  are  enlisted  such  men 

as  bakers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  who,  besides  their  trades,  receive  a  certain 
amount  of  military  training.  Medical  students  become  officers  in  the  medical 
corps,  while  the  rank  and  file  are  recruited  from  dentists,  chemists  and  men 
with  short  sight.  Veterinary  surgeons  and  students  commence  their  training 
as  ordinary  soldiers  and  assistants  to  the  veterinary  officers,  followed  by  pro- 
motion to  non-commissioned  rank.  Subsequent  appointment  as  veterinary 
officer  depends,  in  the  case  of  students,  on  their  passing  the  Civil  Veterinary 
examination." 

Farmers  are  given  $25  a  year  and  25c  a  day  during  peace  train- 
ing, or  6  cents  a  day  during  war,  for  each  horse  suitable  for  cavalry. 
These  are  called  up  for  recruit  and  regimental  training. 

There  is  nothing  more  urgently  needed  in  the  Canadian  Militia 
than  some  such  analagous  system  to  provide  horses,made  suitable  to  our 
country.  The  summary  facts  from  Mr.  Lewis'  investigation  of  the 
Norwegian  Military  System  are  : 

1.  That  no  real  or  serious  interference  with  professional  occu- 
pation or  trade  exists  as  a  result  of  the  service. 

2.  Excellent  effect  on  the  physique  and  health  of  all  from  the 
open  air  training  and  regular  life. 

3.  A  national  advantage  from  the  short  common  life  in  barracks 
or  camp. 

4.  No  trace  of  jingoism  or  militarism  exists  in  the  country. 

5.  There  is  no  real  opposition  to  the  service. 

6.  The  performance  of  this  service  is  a  valuable  means  of 
national  education, 

Rowmania — 

A  reorganization  is  in  process,  but  under  the  present  system  a 
man  serves  in  the  "Active  Army"  for  2  or  3  years,  is  on  leave  for  5  or 
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4  years,  in  the  "Army  Reserve"  for  5  years  ;  then  "Militia"  for  3  years 
and  "Territorial  Army"  for  4  years.  For  the  Calarashi  Cavalry  the 
service  is  intermittent,  initial  training  of  60  days,  with  subsequent 
periodic  trainings. 

Russia — 

(1)  European  Army.  "Active  Army"  three  or  four  years; 
"Army  Reserve"  14  years  with  2  trainings  each  6  weeks,  then  "Terri- 
torial Army"  5  years.  Caucasian  Army.  "Active  Army"  3  years, 
"Army  Reserve"  15  years,  then  "Territorial  Army"  to  age  44. 
Asiatic  Army.  "Active  Army"  4  years,  "Army  Reserve"  13  years, 
'Territorial  Army"  to  age  44.  Or  (2)  To  "Territorial  Army"  direct. 
Cossack  Services.  Preliminary  Training  3  years ;  embodied  service  4 
years,  "on  leave"  4  years,  "Reserve"  4  years. 

Servia — 

11  Active  Army,"  1J  or  2  years,  "  Army  Reserve,"  9  years,  Land- 
wehr  5  and  "  Territorial  Army  "  7  years. 

Switzerland — 

Since  my  paper  on  "  Switzerland's  Citizen  Soldiery  "  was  read 
before  this  Institute  in  1906,  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  law, 
which  provides  for  a  longer  period  of  training  during  the  first  year 
for  all  arms,  and  a  slightly  increased  total  service  for  all  arms  except 
Cavalry.  This  became  law  by  the  final  vote  of  the  whole  people  on 
"Referendum"  on  November  3d,  1907.  As  it  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  proofs  available  of  the  popu- 
larity of  an  intelligently  administered  compulsory  military  system. 
In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  note  that  the  vote  in  Switzerland  was 
not  upon  some  untried  experiment,  but  the  further  endorsation  of  an 
enlightened  people  of  a  system  they  had  had  under  trial  for  33  years. 
Indeed,  it  is  stated  that  the  Swiss  were,  after  the  English  in  olden 
times,  the  first  people  in  Europe  to  adopt  the  system  of  universal 
liability  to  military  service.  The  "Militia"  system  has  been  in  vogue 
among  them  for  the  last  600  years.  The  definition  of  which  system 
by  Burke  is  "An  armed  people  is  the  true  constitutional  militia  of 
the  kingdom." 
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The  following  table  will  give  the   periods  of  service  in  Switzer- 
land under  the  law  of  1907  : 
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The  Swiss  Military  System  has  been  so  markedly  successful  in 
giving  an  efficiently  armed  and  trained  nation  that  the  National 
Service  League  of  Great  Britain,  of  which  Lord  Roberts  is  President 
and  Lord  Milner  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  organized  a  committee 
of  representative  men  to  visit  Switzerland  in  1907  and  make  a  report 
on  its  Military  System.  Representatives  of  The  Times,  The  Morning 
Post,  The  Tribune,  The  Daily  Telegraph,  The  Clarion,  The  West- 
minster Gazette  and  The  Daily  Mirror  accompanied  the  committee. 
In  welcoming  them  the  President  of  the  Federation  said,  among 
other  things  : 

"  Our  military  institutions  constitute  at  once  a  basis  of  democracy,  a  school 
of  manliness,  a  school  of  civic  virtue,  of  self  sacrifice  and  of  faithfulness  to  duty, 
and  with  us  the  obligation  (to  serve)  is  considered  as  the  privilege  of  the 
citizen." 

The  report  of  this  Committee  was  signed  by  22  representative 
men,  and  it  said  in  part :  "The  enquiries  made  by  the  British  Com- 
mittee, which  has  recently  been  enabled  by  the  generous  courtesy  of 
the  Swiss  Government  to  investigate  the  Swiss  Military  System,  led 
the  Committee  to  the  conclusion  that  the  system  is  extremely  popu- 
lar in  Switzerland,  and  has  produced  results  of  which  the  Swiss 
nation  may  well  be  proud.  It  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  moral 
and  physical  welfare  of  the  Swiss  people ;  it  brings  together  all 
classes  of  the  community  in  friendly  comradeship  and  co-operation 
in  a  common  cause,  and  it  appears  to  entail  but  slight  interference 
with  the  industrial  life  of  the  people." 
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An  average  of  employees  absent  from  a  number  of  Swiss  firms 
through  military  duty  in  1907,  was  only  2.17  per  cent.,  and  it  is 
arranged  that  a  man's  occupation  in  civil  life  is  carried  on  in  his 
military  service,  and  indeed  he  often  is  taught  much  of  value  to  him 
in  his  usual  occupation.  The  British  Military  Attache  at  Berne  as  a 
result  of  his  experience  wrote  : 

"  The  Swiss  Army  is  a  school  for  the  nation,  and,  as  almost  all  Swiss  in 
responsible  positions  will  tell  you,  'If  we  had  not  got  the  army  we  should  have 
to  invent  something  to  take  its  place.'  The  keynote  of  their  attitude  is,  that  it 
is  a  free  man's  right  and  honour  to  serve  his  country,  and  a  disgrace  to  shirk 
this  honorable  duty.  Those  who  are  unable  to  serve  owing  to  physical  deficiency 
are  honestly  pitied." 

Were  w7e  in  Canada  working  on  the  Swiss  System  exactly,  we 
should  have  600,000  armed  men,  and  the  total  available  number  of 
trained  men  who  would  fight  or  work  in  war  time  to  defend  their 
country  would  then  be  1,100,000,  and  the  burden  per  capita  to  us 
would  be  no  greater  than  the  Swiss  is  bearing  in  his  country  to-day. 
And  it  is  pointed  out  that  statistics  from  Switzerland,  Norway  and 
other  countries  show  that  the  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  males 
wTithin  the  military  age  serving  at  one  time  is  surprisingly  small, 
therefore  the  actual  hardship  to  businesses,  &c,  is  much  lighter  than 
might  be  expected. 
Turkey — 

Turkey  excludes  Christians  from  the  privilege  of  military 
service,  but  takes  care  to  make  them  pay  a  military  tax  in  lieu.  A 
partial  exemption  is  purchasable,  as  is  much  other  official  considera- 
tion in  that  country.  The  service  in  the  "Active  Army"  is  3  or  4 
years.  "Army  Reserve"  is  6  or  5  years,  with  one  training  of  6  weeks, 
then  "Landwehr"  for  9  years,  with  2  trainings  each  one  month,  and 
then  "Landsturm"  2  years  with  no  training. 

II. 

Countries  relying  upon  voluntary  enlistment  supplemented  by  conscription. 
Belgium — 

They  are  about  to  adopt  Universal  Compulsory  Service  in 
Belgium,  but  meanwhile  the  system  is  by  ballot,  those  conscripts 
chosen  serving  two  years  in  the  "  Active  Army "  and  in  "  Army 
Reserve"  for  5  years.  Volunteers  enlist  for  5,  4  or  3  years  and  turn 
out  every  Sunday  morning  for  training.  Those  serving  in  Belgium 
are  about  two-thirds  conscripts  to  one-third  volunteers. 
Brazil — 

"Active  Army,"  2  years,  "Army  Reserve,"  7  years,  one  training 
of  one  month.  "Second  Reserve,"  3  years,  one  training  of  one  month, 
or  4  years  with  no  training. 
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Netherlands — 

At  20  years  old  the  majority  of  the  sons  of  any  family,  (or  one- 
half  if  there  are  an  even  number  of  sons,)  must  serve  for  8  months  in 
the  "Active  Army,"  (or  4  months  if  possessed  of  a  School  Cadet  Certi- 
ficate,) then  for  16  days  the  next  year,  and  then  for  6  weeks  for  3 
years.  Then  "Reserve"  for  5  years,  dismounted  branches  only,  one 
training  each  year  for  2  weeks.  Then  "  Landsturm."  In  this  service 
they  cannot  rise  above  the  rank  of  a  warrant  officer. 

All  officers  of  the  Active  Army  are  permanent  officers,  graduates 
of  the  war  college  and  professional  soldiers. 

Instruction  of  boys  at  school  is  furnished  by  the  permanent 
officers,  and  by  the  N.  C.  Os.  who  are  serving  their  usual  trainipg  in 
the  army,  and  who  are  paid  for  this  extra  work.  All  officers  must 
have  first  served  the  usual  Citizen  Soldier  course,  and  then  they 
enter  a  four  years'  course  in  the  Academy  of  War,  after  which  they 
get  a  commission  of  lieutenant.  They  can  then  rise  according  to 
seniority  to  any  command. 
Sweden — 

The  Military  System  of  Sweden  has  been  spoken  of  by  a  high 

military  authority  who  said  : 

"  If  you  want  to  know  what  a  Citizen  Army  should  and  can  be  I  advise  your 
studying  Sweden.  A  land  of  high  education  and  enormous  patriotism.  These 
advantages  give  great  results  in  a  short  training." 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  experts  of  military  systems  class 
Sweden  with  Norway  and  Switzerland  as  the  best  European  models 
of  an  effective  national  soldiery. 

"  Active  Army,"  8  years.  Initial  training  at  age  of  21  years 
150-280  days  ;  then  3  or  2  subsequent  trainings  of  1  month.  The 
initial  service  is  to  be  increased  to  one  year  for  everybody.  Then 
for  4  years  in  "Army  Reserve,"  which  brings  a  man  to  his  33d  year 
of  age.     Lastly,  for  8  years  in  the  "  Landstorm." 

There  are  gymnastics  in  the  schools  and  drill  in  connection  there- 
with. There  are  also  gymnastic  universities,  in  which  it  takes  3 
years  to  graduate.     Many  officers  pass  this  course. 

All  officers  are  permanent  who  have  passed  'through  the  war 
college,  but  all  must  have  first  served  as  citizen  soldiers.  These 
officers  instruct  in  the  high  schools. 

III. 

Countries  relying  upon  Conscription. 
Portugal — 

"  Active  Army,"  3  years.  "  Army  Reserve,"  5  years  with  two 
trainings,  each  20  days.  Then  a  "  2nd  Reserve  "  for  7  years  with  2 
trainings  or  more,  and  in  "Territorial  Army"  to  age  of  40  years. 
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Spain — 

"  Active  Army,"  nominally  3  years,  but  actually  2  years.  "  Army 
Reserve,"  3  or  4  j^ears,  with  annual  training  for  1  month.  Then  "  2nd 
Reserve"  for  6  years,  no  training. 

IV. 
Countries  relying  upon  Voluntary  Enlistment. 
China — 

Former  "  Banner  Troops"  and  "  Provincial  Militias"  being  replaced 
by  modern  forces,  but  organization  is  defective  and  results  are 
unequal.  "  Active  Army,"  3  years ;  "  Army  Reserve,"  3  years,  and 
"  Territorial  Army"  4  years.  In  the  numbers  given  in  preceding  table 
the  Provincial  Militias  of  dubious  value  are  excluded,  the  figures 
applying  only  to  troops  with  best  type  of  modern  arms,  &c. 
United  States  of  America — 

Regular  Army  3  years.  Recruiting  highly  unsatisfactory  and 
desertions  frequent.     No  Reserves. 

State  Militias  of  about  100,000  are  of  varying  efficiency  and  in 
process  of  re-organization.     Since  May,  1908,  the  State  Militia  are 
available  for  exterior  war.     Service  in  unorganized  militia  is  legally 
compulsory  for  all  able-bodied  males  aged  18-45. 
Great  Britain — 

Details  of  the  establishments  may  be  interesting. 

TABLE  D. 
Regulars  Units  P.  E.  Units  W.  E. 

Household  Cavalry 3  Regts.  1296     l14Bwrt.q  7  ™. 

Line  Cavalry 13  Regts.  9295     }14Ke§ts-  7,865 

Royal  Horse  Artillery 14  btys.  2202       6  btys  &  A.  C's       2,042 

Royal  Field  Artillery 99  btys.  13912     66  btys  &  A.  C's     25,632 

Royal  Garrison  Artillery 6  btys,  &c.  6783       6  btys  1,380 

Royal  Engineers Various  5446     33  units  4,900 

Foot  Guards 8  bns.  6357      (73bns 

Line  Infantry 70  bns.  56106     - 4  bns  \1vr  T  ,non. 

U^Cos/1^-1-  7y'824 

Total  Peace  Estab.,  101,397 
Reserve. 

Irish  horse 2  Regts.  964 

Field  Artillery 31  Corps.  15,583 

Bus.  Infantry 70  bns.  44,666 

Extra  Reserve  Bus.  Inf 31  bns.  20,014 

Garrison  Artillery 2  Corps  1,540 

Engineers 2  Corps  1,280 

Territorial  Army 

Yeomanry  Cavalry 56  Regts.  26,208 

Horse  and  Field  Artillery 162  btys  34,832 

Mountain  and  Heavy  Artillery 18  btys  4,920 

Other  Artillery  details 2  units  144 

Garrison  Artillery 89  units  7,600 

Engineers Various  9,539 

Cyclist  Infantry 10  bns.  5,480 

Infantry 190  bns.  192,822 

Non-Combatants,  all  services 25,629 

Total  War  Service  Establishment 512,864 
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The  Expeditionary  Force — or  Field  Army — consists  of :  Combat- 
ants, 121,974  ;  non-combatants,  12,099  ;  staffs,  &c,  1,275  ;  total,  135,348. 

The  establishment  of  the  Territorial  Army  is  302,199,  but  in  1908 
it  showed  a  deficit  of  113,418. 

This  year,  owing  to  the  speeches  of  Lord  Roberts  and  others,  and 
the  sensation  caused  by  the  play,  "  An  Englishman's  Home,"  brought 
out  at  Wyndham's  theatre  in  London,  the  corps  are  rapidly  filling  up. 
A  recent  London  paper  says : 

"  The  intense  interest  which  the  play  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  the 
English  people  has  greatly  encouraged  the  authorities,  who  have  been  trying  to 
make  Mr.  Haldane's  scheme  a  success." 

An  authority  states : 

"  The  next  logical  step  in  development,  already  contemplated  in  many 
circles,  involves  cessation  of  direct  recruiting  for  the  Territorial  Army,  and  the 
application  of  legal  universal  liability  to  service  in  Great  Britain,  either  in  the 
fleet  or  in  the  Home  Army.  Such  a  development  would  bring  the  military  system 
of  Great  Britain  into  line  with  that  universally  adopted — in  many  cases  as  the 
result  of  disastrous  experience— by  all  other  Military  Powers,  and  would  meet  all 
possible  contingencies.1' 

Canada — 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  say  anything  about  our  Canadian  Mili- 
tary System  to  the  members  of  this  Institute,  for  all  know  as  much 
or  more  about  it  than  I  do.  Still,  we  might  note  in  passing  how  we 
stand  by  comparison  with  the  other  military  systems  of  the  world. 

The  Canadian  System  might  not  improperly  be  designated  the 
"  dollar"  S37stem.  Our  city  corps,  who  put  in  training  at  night  in 
their  local  armouries,  might  be  compared  to  the  abandoned  volunteer 
system  in  Great  Britain,  who  draw  no  pay  ;  but  to  the  main  bulk  of 
those  attending  the  annual  mobilization  of  our  Canadian  Militia  the 
dollar,  with  shelter  and  sustenance,  is  an  extremely  important  factor. 

The  Militia  Department  have  been  obliged  to  increase  the  pay 
to  fill  up  the  ranks  with  "  patriots."  While  Frenchmen  draw  one  cent 
when  in  uniform,  Canada,  under  the  voluntary  principle,  has  to  adopt 
the  "  dollar"  basis  to  fill  her  ranks. 

In  England  and  other  countries  the  possible  danger  of  being 
obliged  to  defend  home  and  country  is  considered  as  a  real  and  serious 
question,  treated  as  a  grave  matter  and  a  first  duty  of  every  man. 
With  us  it  is  the  unfortunate  custom  to  deride  the  possibility  of  any 
danger  of  conquest  ever  threatening  Canada,  and  to  discredit,  as 
species  of  loafers,  those  who  "  waste  their  time"  by  "  playing  soldier" 
in  the  militia. 

Certainly,  for  results  this  "  dollar"  system  comes  high.  With  this 
system  we  adopt  the  "  Expeditionary  Force"  basis  of  the  Mother 
Land,  and  though  we  have  not  yet  colonies  to  send  these  permanent 
troops  to  defend,  and  we  do  not  need  them  for  Indians,  like  the  United 
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States,  as  we- have  our  Mounted  Police,  we  are  luxuriating  in  the  most 
expensive  form  of  soldier  organization  in  the  world.  The  authorized 
establishment  of  our  Permanent  Corps  is  4854,  (the  Expeditionary- 
basis,)  and  of  the  rest  of  our  militia  (the  volunteer  and  "dollar"  basis) 
it  is  53,983,  with  108  guns  in  all. 

For  a  somewhat  similar  expenditure  to  that  under  which  Canada, 
on  her  "dollar"  system,  can  put  58,837  men  in  the  field,  (supposing 
they  could  be  armed  and  equipped,)  the  "  Patriotic  Military  Service  " 
system  of  Argentina  gives  her  500,000  men,  Bulgaria  381,000  and 
Switzerland  540,000,  ail  trained,  armed  and  equipped.  I  would  like 
to  make  it  abundantly  clear  that  my  intention  is  in  no  way  to 
criticise  the  personnel  of  the  permanent  corps,  but  merely  the  funda- 
mental system  which  leads  to  their  existence  in  such  unnecessary 
numbers.  This,  and  the  matter  of  care  of  fortresses  and  the  decen- 
tralization of  instruction  I  ventured  to  treat  at  some  length  in  my 
paper  on  "Switzerland's  Citizen  Soldiery,"  and  it  seems  so  important 
that  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  again  alluding  to  it. 

Care  of  Fortresses — 

In  an  excellent  booklet,  "  A  Territorial  Army  in  Being" — 
a  practical  study  of  the  Swiss  Militia  and  the  Norwegian  Militia — 
published  by  John  Murraj^,  London,  price  one  shilling,  Lt.-Col.  C. 
Delme  Radcliffe,  C.  M.  G.,  &c,  British  military  attache  at  Berne, 
writes  : — 

"  In  order  to  ensure  uniformity  in  the  military  instruction  there  is  a  per- 
manent body  of  instructors  of  about  220  officers  and  N.  C.  O's.  These  are  prac- 
tically all  the  permanent  troops  existing  in  Switzerland."  And  again,  he  says  : 
"  I  will  not  enter  into  details  as  to  the  engineer,  medical  services,  commissariat 
and  supply  service,  train,  railway  services,  telegraphs  and  wireless  telegraphy, 
ballooning,  arsenals  and  establishments,  fortifications,  &c.  I  will  merely 
emphasise  again  that  they  are  complete,  existing  and  working  organizations 
ready  for  instant  mobilization. 

"The  permanent  fortifications  of  this  country  are  limited  to  the  defences  of 
the  St.  Gothard  and  St.  Maurice  in  the  Valois.  A  small  permanent  establish- 
ment, engaged  on  civilian  contracts,  which  may  be  terminated  at  short  notice, 
is  maintained  to  keep  the  buildings,  guns,  dfcc,  in  good  order  and  up  to  date,  but 
otherwise  they  are  only  occupied,  in  fact,  on  mobilization.  With  all  these 
services  the  keynote  is  completeness  and  efficiency." 

As  I  pointed  out  in  my  paper,  above  alluded  to,  this  skeleton 
peace  garrison,  keeps  the  forts  from  surprise  before  the  mobilization 
of  a  detailed  war  garrison  is  complete.  The  peace  guards  of  the  two 
fortresses  number  about  100 ;  they  are  on  permanent  pay  and  are 
mostly  artisans  and  workmen,  who  have  served  in  the  "Elite."  They 
have  charge  of  the  two  fortresses  in  peace  and  keep  them  in  repair. 

The  regional  guard  consists  of  all  men  of  the  surrounding 
country  during  their  period  of  service  in  the  "Elite"  and  "Landwehr." 


30 

This  guard  takes  charge  of  the  fortresses  until  the  proper  war  garri- 
son assembles. 

The  W ar  Garrisons  consist  of  staff,  infantry,  fortress  and  position 
artillery,  sappers,  machine  gun  companies,  telegraph  and  ambulance 
companies.  The  annual  instruction  and  training  of  these  locally 
mobilized  War  Garrisons  takes  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
defensive  positions  under  the  orders  of  the  commandants  of  the 
defences. 

This  common  sense  Swiss  procedure  is  in  marked  contrast  to  our 
expensive  "  over-seas  purposes "  forces  at  Halifax  and  Esquimalt, 
and  is  a  splendid  example  of  what  we  might  well  do  with  not  only 
great  benefit  to  the  tax-payer  but  with  a  view  of  giving  additional 
interest  and  experience  to  local  militia  forces. 
Instruction — 

To  revert  to  the  important  matter  of  instruction  I  will  make 
some  extracts  from  "  Switzerland's  Citizen  Soldiery,"  as  it  touches 
the  principle  of  decentralization  : 

"  In  connection  with  the  matter  of  instruction  and  professional  military- 
assistance  some  very  vital  considerations  arise  to  a  busy  non-professional  citizen 
soldiery.  The  principle  of  professional  instructors  being  attached  to  units  of 
citizen  soldiers  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  Switzerland.  We  all  know  that  in 
such  organizations  in  the  mother  country  it  has  been  found  desirable,  (or  neces- 
sary, as  the  case  may  be,)  to  provide  each  corps  with  an  adjutant  and  a  regi- 
mental sergeant-major  paid  by  the  Government.  If  this  has  to  be  done  in  a 
rich  country  like  England,  where  there  are  so  many  men  of  leisure  with  ample 
means,  how  much  more  urgently  must  it  be  required  in  a  new  country  like 
Canada,  where  the  inordinate  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  that  officers  in  our 
Citizen  Militia  are  called  upon  to  make  is  wholly  unreasonable.  If  the  people 
at  large  understood  the  matter  there  would,  I  am  sure,  be  a  general  feeling 
toward  making  it  lighter  for  the  tax-payer  by  a  corps  of  instructors  dissemin- 
ated through  an  army  of  citizen  soldiers,  (instead  of  our  present  expensive 
little  standing  army,)  and  using  a  proportion  of  these  instructors,  as  in  England, 
to  assist  the  hard-pressed  citizen  officer,  who  is  at  present  serving  his  country 
at  a  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  unequalled,  in  all  probability,  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world." 

An  example  followed  where  a  single  instructor  at  three  places 
during  the  spring  months  qualified  (regimentally)  17  sergeants  and 
13  corporals.  Better  results  could  be  obtained  in  rural  corps  during 
the  winter,  when  men  can  easily  find  the  time  to  attend  classes  at 
convenient  local  centers. 

Winter  Training — 

With  reference  to  the  time  for  the  obligatory  training,  in  the 
event  of  "  Patriotic  Military  Service "  being  adopted  in  Canada,  I 
would  venture  to  call  attention  to  one  point.  We  recollect  how  King 
Winter  fought  for  his  own  in  Napoleon's  retreat  from  Moscow.  With 
grim  winter  on  the  side  of  a  patriotic  people  defending  their  homes, 
coupled   with  suitable  equipment  for   the   climatic  conditions,  and  a 
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knowledge  of  how  best  to  live,  move  and  act  on  the  agressive  under 
them,  few7  invaders  exist  that  would  not  be  under  a  very  serious 
disadvantage.  Therefore  any  course  of  training  should  not  only 
include  summer  months,  but  there  should  be  winter  training  as  well, 
to  supplement  the  other.  Whether  this  should  mean  a  full  year  or 
not  is  a  matter  which  would  be  well  worthy  of  the  most  serious 
consideration. 

Health — 

One  last  self-evident  matter  I  shall  allude  to  for  a  moment,  and 
that  is  the  matter  of  health  and  the  actual  beneficial  results  obtained 
from  military  service.  In  countries  where  obligatory  training  exists 
the  national  physical  improvement  is  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  no  steps  are  taken  to  prove  something  so  evident.  An 
article  recently  appeared  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal,"  and  the 
author,  though  complaining  of  the  dearth  of  statistics,  managed 
nevertheless  to  get  enough  material  from  a  good  many  different 
countries  to  prove  to  his  satisfaction  that — 

(1)  The  good  food,  good  air  and  adequate  bodily  exercise 
obtained  by  the  young  men  in  practically  all  armies,  promote  their 
health  and  strength. 

(2)  The  greatest  improvement  in  all  armies  is  noted  in  the  first 
few  months,  most  of  all  during  the  first  6  or  8  weeks — the  lungs 
increasing  one-eighth  in  size  or  more — and  later  on  a  greatly  lesser 
physical  improvement  in  like  time. 

(3)  That  military  training  not  only  increases  the  strength, 
efficiency  and  endurance  of  the  men,  but  also  greatly  improves  the 
habits  and  mode  of  life  of  recruits.  It  teaches  not  only  cleanliness 
but  also  order,  tidiness,  sense  of  duty  and  mutual  helpfulness.  It 
promotes  abstinence  from  excess  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  is  a 
guarantee  of  good  health  and  good  behaviour. 

Canadianizing  Emigrants — 

An  important  function  of  Patriotic  Military  Training  would  be 
to  make  good  Canadians  of  the  diverse  nationalities  swarming  to  our 
country.  In  the  war  of  1812  the  many  unnaturalized  settlers  from 
the  United  States  misled  their  countrymen  as  to  the  loyalty  of  Canada 
to  itself.  The  problem  is  whether  we  are  going  to  allow  foreign 
elements  to  make  a  new  nationality  in  Canada,  or  if  we  cannot  by 
wisely  assimilating  them  train  all  to  become  loyal  Canadians.  In 
no  way  can  this  be  done  so  effectively  and  with  such  good  results  as 
by  our  adopting  Patriotic  Military  Service. 

Popular  Indifference — 

The  last  matter  which  I  shall  venture  to  touch  on,  in  connection 
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with  this  very  important  subject,  is,  to  my  mind,  the  crux  of  the 
whole  position,  and  that  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  popular  in- 
difference in  Canada.  Had  our  people  been  alive  to  the  true  posi- 
tion in  which  we  are,  from  a  military  point  of  view — a  veritable 
fool's  paradise — they  would  long  ago  have  discarded  our  present 
military  system  in  favour  of  "  Patriotic  Military  Service."  When  I 
say  the  people  of  Canada  I  mean  of  course  those  of  our  own  time, 
for  our  forefathers  were  wiser  and  indeed  knew  better  what  fighting 
for  their  country  meant,  after  their  hard  lessons  in  1812-13  and  14. 
What  strikes  an  average  Canadian  more  forcibly  than  almost  any- 
thing else  in  the  old  world,  is  the  real  earnest  serious  tone  that  is 
assumed  by  even  civilians  when  it  comes  to  the  matter  of  national 
defence,  and  the  safe  guarding  of  flag  and  country.  Military  and 
civilians  alike  seem  "  keyed-up,"  under  normal  conditions,  to  what 
would  be  a  "war  scare"  pitch  in  this  country.  No  matter  whether 
we  like  to  allow  ourselves  to  think  it  or  not,  the  ordinary  state  of 
mind  towards  the  military  organization  of  our  people  by  our  people 
is  that  it  is  purely  "fool  business,"  waste  of  time  and  wholly  unneces- 
sary. Forgetting  the  lesson  of  a  hundred  years  ago  they  ask  Who  is 
going  to  attack  Canada  ?  War  with  the  United  States  is  unthink- 
able !  Japan  is  our  ally,  &c.  We  can  only  give  the  old  answer  in 
reply  :  If  we  do  not  need  an  armed  organization  capable  of  putting 
up  a  real,  earnest,  strong  defence — a  united  people  striking  all  together 
for  their  homes  and  country — then  we  had  better  not  spend  money 
uselessly,  and  we  should  do  away  with  all  military  expenditure, 
above  all  we  should  not  waste  it  on  a  hopelessly  inadequate  and 
obselete  system.  The  great  lesson  for  our  countrymen  to  learn  is 
that  because  we  have  a  great  and  a  potentially  rich  inheritance  other 
countries  will  some  day,  if  not  now,  wish  to  possess  it,  and  that, 
instead  of  sneering  at  Patriotism  and  Soldiering,  it  should  be  held 
and  taught  that  the  highest  duty  and  aspiration  of  every  male  citizen 
is  to  fit  himself  to  defend  that  inheritance  with  his  own  hands  and 
his  own  body  and  his  own  life.  This  is  but  a  feeble  indication  of 
what  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  Japanese  have  from  generation 
to  generation  instilled  into  the  minds  of  their  children,  and  the  fruits 
of  which  amazed  the  world  in  the  late  war.  When  we  become  more 
unselfish,  when  the  individual  learns  that  on  him  rests  an  obligation 
to  fit  himself  for  the  defence  of  his  home,  his  flag  and  his  country, 
then  and  then  only  will  Canada  be  safe,  and  by  safe  guarding  Canada 
we  can  claim  to  have  made  secure  the  future  right  hand  of  a  greater 
Empire  than  has  been. 
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After  the  lecture  was  read  by  Col.  Merritt  he  invited  a  discussion 
on  it. 

Prof.  W.  Lash  Miller  said  that  there  are  three  reasons  generally 
given  against  the  adoption  of  universal  military  service  in  Canada. 

"  First,  and  the  real  reason,  I  think,  and  one  which  is  very  seldom 
given,  is  that  we  have  not  been  used  to  it  and  did  not  want  it.  I 
think  Col.  Merritt  is  quite  right  in  holding  up  the  system  in  Switzer- 
land as  a  model  one,  because  that  system  differs  least  from  what  we 
are  accustomed  to. 

The  second  reason  alleged  against  universal  service  is,  in  the  first 
place  that  it  costs  too  much.  I  think  Col.  Merritt  has  shown  that 
this  is  illusionary.  The  question  of  money  is  therefore  disproved, 
universal  service  as  in  Switzerland  being  much  cheaper. 

The  third  reason  that  is  sometimes  raised,  and  also  an  illusionary 
one,  is  that  universal  military  service  interferes  with  business  and 
trade,  and  takes  up  too  much  of  a  man's  time.  Now  I  can  remember 
when  Germany's  trade  did  not  amount  to  what  it  does  to-day ;  no 
one  years  ago  would  have  thought  they  would  catch  up  to  Great 
Britain,  but  they  have  caught  up.  We  are  told  that  for  a  man  to 
spend  two  years  of  his  life  in  the  army,  as  they  do  in  Germany  or 
France,  is  a  sacrifice  and  loss  of  time,  but  I  think  when  one  compares 
the  workmen  in  Germany  with  the  corresponding  class  in  England, 
there  is  the  greatest  possible  contrast;  the  German  workmen  are  a 
decent  looking  people  but  the  workmen  in  England  do  not  look 
nearly  as  clean  or  as  smart." 

Major  G.  T.  Denison  said  that  after  hearing  Col.  Merritt's  excel- 
lent lecture  the  point  that  struck  him  was,  what  we  should  do  if 
attacked  to-day.  Of  course  we  should  send  out  the  troops  we  had, 
and  then  there  would  be  a  rush  of  men  untrained  and  without  organ- 
ization, equipment,  guns,  etc.  These  men  would  probably  be  up 
against  trained  men.  We  cannot  call  our  militia  trained  ;  they  get 
ten  days  a  year  of  the  same  old  thing ;  first  day  goose  step,  second 
day,  squad  drill,  and  so  on.  We  ought  most  certainly  to  properly 
train  our  men.  In  the  war  of  1812  both  sides  were  about  the  same, 
it  was  one  class  fighting  practically  the  same  class,  but  at  the  present 
time  the  army  of  the  United  States  is  well  trained,  while  ours  is 
practically  not  trained  at  all.  If  we  could  train  our  men  for  two  or 
three  months  in  the  first  year  and  then  ten  or  twelve  days  for  a, 
certain  number  of  years  after  that,  we  should  learn  something,  and 
have  a  force  that  we  could  depend  on. 

Mr.  MacKenzie  Naughton  (of  WyclifFe  College,  who  won  the 
Toronto  University  gold  medal  for  debating,  1909,  his  subject  being 
Compulsory  Universal  Service,)  said  that  he  considered  it  a  great 
honour  to  be  present  that  evening.  "What  Colonel  Merritt  has  said, 
has,  as  it  were,  taken   the  wind  from   my  sails  entirely,  for  he  has; 
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mentioned  all  my  strong  points.  One  thing  especially  has  struck 
me,  viz.,  that  one  or  two  months  in  a  year  are  not  sufficient  training 
for  Canada.  I  think  we  should  have  compulsory  military  service, 
and  men  should  undergo  twelve  months  of  real  strict  training  to 
enable  them  to  cope  with  our  climate.  In  Canada  we  get  the  two 
extremes,  the  summer  very  hot  and  winter  very  cold,  and  men  who 
had  been  trained  for  a  few  days  in  summer  would  not  be  fit  to  cope 
with  the  conditions  in  case  of  an  invasion  during  the  winter  months. 
I  think  this  question  demands  serious  consideration,  because  Canada 
is  not  like  other  countries  in  the  matter  of  climate." 

Col.  Merritt  wished  to  remark  that  there  was  present  at  the 
meeting  that  evening  a  gentleman  to  whose  forefathers  we  owe  it  that 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  not  now  floating  over  us.  "I  refer  to  Mr. 
Johnstone  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  of  the  Six  Nations  Indians,  who  has 
honoured  us  with  his  presence.  We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the 
struggle  our  forefathers  had  in  1812-14,  in  which  they  could  not  and 
would  not  have  succeeded  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  loyalty  of  the 
Six  Nations  Indians." 

Mr.  Johnstone  said  that  he  felt  proud  of  the  part  his  forefathers 
had  taken  in  the  war  of  1812  in  helping  to  keep  the  flag  flying.  As 
far  as  the  military  education  of  Canada  went,  he  always  thought 
more  attention  might  be  paid  to  it.  Of  course  there  is  only  one 
place  from  whence  invasion  might  come,  possibly  two,  viz.,  from  the 
South  and  from  Asia.  It  is  to  be  hoped  we  may  be  spared  either  of 
these  catastrophies.  "At  the  same  time  I  look  upon  Canada  as  part 
of  the  Empire  and  wherever  the  Empire  is  touched  we  in  Canada  are 
touched  too."     (Applause.) 

Major  Walter  J.  Brown  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  we  are  prone 
to  forget  that  the  real  growth  and  territorial  expansion  of  the  British 
Empire  was  the  work  of  conscript  soldiers,  the  result  of  the  work  of 
men  who  were  compelled  to  go  out  and  fight.  Waterloo  and  Trafalgar 
were  both  won  by  men  who  were  not  volunteers.  In  Canada  we 
have  had  a  Volunteer  System  for  about  42  years.  The  results  of 
this  system  in  the  numbers  of  men  annually  trained  have  not  been 
all  that  we  could  wish.  Before  confederation  Nova  Scotia  alone  had 
a  force  equal  to  almost  our  whole  force  at  the  present  time. 

He  said  he  was  impressed  with  the  opening  sentences  of  Col. 
Merritt's  speech,  where  he  referred  to  the  fact  that  someone  had  said 
that  "in  ten  years  Canada  would  be  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes."  It 
is  to  be  hoped  this  statement  will  not  prove  to  be  true.  There  are  a 
great  many  people  in  this  country  who  still  regard  the  United  States 
as  a  sister  nation.  There  are  many  people  in  the  Motherland  who 
regard  the  United  States  as  a  daughter  nation.  After  making  a 
careful  study  of  the  population  of  the  United  States  he  found  the 
facts  are  not  as  generally  believed.     The  United  States  is  not  British, 
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either  in  sympathy  or  in  population.  The  population  of  the  United 
States,  based  on  the  census  of  1900,  shows  50  per  cent,  colored  or 
foreign,  and  more  than  a  third  of  the  total  white  population  of  the 
United  States  is  at  the  present  time  of  German  descent.  This  is  a 
significant  fact,  and  in  case  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Ger- 
many we  should  have  to  consider  very  carefully  what  would  be  the 
attitude  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a  surprise  to  him  to  find  that 
comparatively  few  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  from  Great 
Britain  or  of  British  descent.  He  was  in  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  President  Cleveland's  famous  Venezuela  message.  The  spirit 
of  antagonism  contained  in  that  message  had  the  support  of  appar- 
ently the  whole  people.  The  impression  given  him  at  the  time  was 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  very  anxious  to  have  a 
war  wTith  Great  Britain.  This  he  very  much  regretted ;  but  the  same 
spirit  was  again  manifested  during  the  South  African  war. 

He  did  not  think  that  Canadians  were  well  advised  to  rely  too 
much  on  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  any  country  outside  the 
British  Empire.  He  believed  in  Patriotic  Military  Service,  which  he 
interpreted  to  mean  : — Compulsory  military  training  for  the  whole  of 
our  male  population,  as  follows  : 

(1)  Physical  training  and  military  drill,  with  rifle  instruction  for 
older  boys,  in  public  and  high  schools  ;  after  school  the  continuation 
of  this  training  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  in  cadet  corps,  boys'  brig- 
ades and  similar  institutions  under  State  supervision. 

(2)  The  following  training  for  all  youths  physically  fit,  begin- 
ning at  the  age  of  eighteen :  (a)  In  the  first  year  three  or  four 
months'  continuous  recruit  training ;  (b)  during  the  next  three  years 
an  annual  camp  of  fourteen  to  sixteen  days. 

(3)  The  foregoing  provisions  define  the  limit  of  the  compulsory 
training  proposed,  except  in  a  grave  national  emergency,  when  every 
man  would  be  called  upon  to  defend  his  home. 

Col.  Fotheringham  said  he  had  spent  some  time  in  the  States, 
and  the  opinion  he  formed  was  that  the  people  there  are  not  friendly 
to  Great  Britain.  The  feeling  that  prevailed  there  at  the  time  of  the 
Boer  war  was  no  surprise  to  him.  Canada  cannot  consider  the  United 
States  as  a  friendly  nation.  "  Canada's  desire  at  the  present  time  is 
to  be  left  alone,  but  I  know  that  is  not  the  desire  of  a  great  many 
people  across  the  line." 

Continuing,  Col.  Fotheringham  went  on  to  say  that  the  reason 
why  patriotic  military  service  is  advocated  is  because  we  want  a 
vigorous,  resourceful  and  intelligent  people.  The  contrast  of  Canada 
with  Switzerland  is  humiliating.  Now  what  we  advocate  in  this 
patriotic  universal  military  service  is  this :  Physical  training  and 
military  training,  with  instruction  in  the  use  of  rifle  for  boys  in  the 
public  and  high  schools.     After  schooling  a  continuation  of  training 
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up  to  18  years  of  age,  under  state  supervision,  and  following  that 
compulsory  military  training  for  all  youth  physically  fit. 

Col.  Gravely  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Col.  Merritt  for  his 
very  ample  and  exhaustive  paper,  which  was  seconded  by  Capt.  E.  K. 
Richardson  and  carried. 

Col.  Merritt  said  he  was  extremely  obliged  for  their  kind  expres- 
sion. In  Australia  they  had  a  publication  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Call,"  which  was  doing  good  work  for  compulsory  military  training. 
They  ought  to  have  a  paper  like  that  in  Canada.  Lord  Strathcona's 
recent  offer  may  well  prove  the  starting  point  for  serious  considera- 
tion of  a  wider  form  of  Citizen  Soldiery,  leading  to  a  real  "National 
Militia"  as  it  exists  in  Argentina,  Norway,  Sweden  and  Switzerland. 
He  wished  particularly  to  draw  attention  to  one  paragraph  in  Lord 
Strathcona's  letter,  which  he  thought  shows  clearly  that  in  his  gift 
to  education  his  lordship  meant  a  great  deal  more  than  what  we  may 
look  for  from  merely  giving  school  children  and  young  men  drill  and 
military  training  during  school  or  college  days,  because  he  would  seem 
to  exhibit  an  adherence  to  some  form  of  "  Patriotic  Military  Service  " 
when  he  says  "  that  the  first  duty  of  a  free  citizen  is  to  be  prepared 
to  defend  his  country."  If  that  is  the  motive  of  Lord  Strathcona's 
splendid  gift  to  the  country,  and  if  it  is  intended  as  a  factor  to  induce 
the  people  and  the  Government  to  take  a  proper  interest  in  the 
defence  of  the  country  through  the  introduction  of  compulsory  mili- 
tary training,  then  we  may  indeed  look  upon  the  letter  which  he 
recently  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  Militia  as  a  historic  document. 

The  defence  of  Canada  might  be  discriminated  from  the  defence 
of  the  Empire  at  large.  The  defence  of  the  Empire  we  will  freely 
grant  must  be  the  work  of  the  navy.  Now  whether  that  be  a  co- 
operation of  local  navies,  which  must  come  together  for  a  common 
object,  or  whether  it  should  start  as  an  imperial  work,  each  part  of 
the  Empire — Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  the  British  Isles  them- 
selves— all  giving  a  quota  and  having  representative  on  a  common 
board,  is  perhaps  a  secondary  consideration ;  but  for  effective  work 
there  must  be  a  common  control  of  some  kind,  a  common  model 
and  a  common  fleet  for  the  Empire.  From  an  imperial  point  of  view 
the  navy  is  the  first  line  of  defence,  but  Canada's  first  line  of  defence 
for  Canada  must  be  the  trained  men  of  Canada  on  land.  The  subject 
I  ventured  to  bring  to  your  notice  to-night  has  to  do  with  this  land 
defence,  and  whether  it  includes  seashore  defence  or  not  is  another 
matter  and  is  of  lesser  importance. 

I  would  like  here  to  mention  that  no  less  an  authority  than  Mr. 
L.  S.  Amery,  the  editor  of  the  Times  history  of  the  South  African 
War,  in  a  splendid  article  in  the  "  National  Review  "  last  May,  brings 
his  very  able  considerations  of  "military  geography"  down  to  a  focus 
in  maintaining  that  the  safety  of  the  British  Empire  depends  upon 
the  adoption  throughout  of  some  form  of  Patriotic  Military  Service. 


